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Agony and the Ecstasy Questions

View the film and answer the following.  Please type up your responses individually.
1) What was Italy like politically during the Renaissance?  How is this shown in the film?

2) Historically, why did popes fear the French king?

3) In the film, Michelangelo has an argument with two cardinals who criticize his work.  How do these cardinals represent, to a certain extent, the views of the Middle Ages toward art?

4) How were artists in the Renaissance restricted by their need for a patron and funding?

5) How did Julius raise money?  How did this practice contribute to the decline of the prestige of the papacy?

6) How is Julius’ role as warrior justified by his cardinals?

